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Millennium quote .“LIFE WORKS OUT OK FOR THOSE PEOPLE LIVING AND WORKING WITH ALFA’s”. Martin Swig
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Publisher’s Bit

The year 2004 has come perilously to being
the first year in eleven that The Mostly was
not published.

In March 2003 excuses focused on getting
the Peter Marshall Bollettino US edition into
the hands of the worthy in 2002. But
Mostly went on to excel in 2003 by
producing 3 issues and the great Third
Owner’'s Meet at Radnor Hunt. Did the
editor blunt his pick on that effort and
become infected with the sulks, failing to
report for duty in 2004 until quite recently?
He will have to speak for himself.

It does however bring up an issue that must
be faced. Under the current one-man
editorial structure, it is unlikely that more
than one issue can be brought to life if there
is any other event or activity in the calendar
year. If two to three issues a year is the
vitality = considered acceptable some
additional people-power needs to be
brought to bear.

A sagacious remark was made in one of
the symposia last year at Radnor Hunt ---
“We are all ageing. We need to get new
blood in our ranks and bring on new
stewards for our old steeds” — or words to
that effect.
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One solution is a website. We have fiddled
with this concept for a year now. After
review with peer groups we were
encouraged to press ahead, and it was Mike
Vallee *01352* that pushed us over the cliff
and was instrumental in getting us
operational.

This issue will discuss the new website and
its focus.

Attention is being paid to a website because
it provides both an alternative to and an
extension of what we have been trying to
do. Coupled with shorter, printed Mostly’s,
the needs of owners will be better met.
Please let us have your thoughts.

We are rushing this issue into print risking
some shortcomings. Please make
allowances. This will be a truncated edition.

Editor’s bits

Readers that have been with us a long time
will agree that we have tried with varying
degrees of success to keep the tone of this
publication light-hearted and joyous. When
necessary we have been grave and serious.
This is one of those moments. It was not a
light-heartened experience that stalled
publication this year. It was simply that
spousal illness kept me occupied with other
more necessary and sober pursuits.
Thankfully, matters have improved and my



wife and | look forward to 2005 with much
hope. We appreciate all those that have sent
words of encouragement. Thanks (Ed.)

Chatting with Ted Hohman (*01047* Corto
Gara) the other day we amused each other
with word games arising from the double
entendre of the “spirit is willing but the flesh
is weak”. Accordingly we will refrain from
quoting it but suffice to say that domestic
imperatives trumped desired intent. In this
issue the spotlight, in addition to induction
of the website, will focus on the Amelia
Island Concours d’Elegance in March 2005.

Website

WWW.AR1900 REG.ORG|

Introduction

The purpose of the website is to advance
the purpose of the 1900 Register which is to
enhance the enjoyment by owners and
admirers of Alfa Romeo cars of the 1900
genre.

This purpose can be met by facilitating
communication amongst owners, providing
a forum for the exchange of thoughts,
experiences and questions, and archiving in
a readily accessible way material needed in
the course of restoration, operation and
maintenance of the cars. A parallel desire
to acquire historical information can also be
served.

One important attribute of a website is that
information and news can be conveyed on a
current basis. Another is that pictures can
be provided in color which cannot be
accomplished in print for financial reasons.
While these were the driving forces guiding
the design of the website, economics
affected the product as in all matters, and to
the extent that this may have resulted in
unacceptable shortcomings or deficiencies,
it is hoped these can be corrected over time
with the help of your input.

Mostly #25 December 2005

Use and Access
Your portal is the home page and the
content there is what the strays and the
curious will see and can access.
Further enhancements can be reached by
logging in with an ID and password at the
bottom of the page. Eventually we hope to
be able to introduce more personal ID’s
and passwords but for the time being we will
have to simply change the password
periodically.
The password will be provided by e-mail
co-incident with the mailing of this
newsletter or inserted in an envelope for
those for whom we do not have an e-mail
address (even though this does not seem to
make sense).
This initial mailing will be to owners.
Note that there a link to a directory which
includes phone numbers and e-malil
addresses of owners. These contain
hyperlinks that facilitate owners
communicating with each other, quite
appropriately in “tribal” clicks.
Please advise any errors and omissions and
conversely any desired deletions.
Eventually there will be another level of
service accessible by non-owner subscriber
members which will exclude the directory in
order to maintain the privacy of owners and
minimize the risk of spamming and
exploitation.
We tried a more private domain name but it
limited the service that could be provided.
So give it a shot when you get your ID
and password.

http://www.ar1900reg.org

We will then anxiously await your
comments and will be most attentive to
your reactions.

Register

Another 1900 has surfaced. It is T-3
*02052*, that now belongs to Bruce Kelly in
Minneapolis, having languished for years in
the hands of a Bob Hughes who owned the
car since the Vietnam Conflict in 1968 but
with whom we failed to make contact. A
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welcome addition to the Register of a
“missing” car. Good work by Craig
Morningstar.

Marc Caprini in Canada has acquired the ex
Stan Smyk *10499* and is hunting for an
engine and transmission. We are glad a
restoration is underway and welcome also
this addition to the Register of an erstwhile
extinct car.

David E. Davis of Ann arbor Ml is the proud
owner of 1900 Super 18809 that Martin
Swig helped him obtain from Italy, where
son Matt, a feature writer for AutoWeek,
wrote about it. Another welcome addition.
Gene Ponder of Marshall TX has acquired
and imported a fine Ghia Aigle spyder which
we hope to ogle at Amelia. It was a Geneva
show. Another welcome addition.

There were no attritions this year

The ex Jarvis T-4 *10111* has been sold to
Joel Stein (a friend of Barry Russinoff) , who
declines to submit his address to the
Register in order to maintain his privacy..
The car has a 2000 engine but the original
with a hole in the block came with the car.
Craig Morningstar has launched restoration
of his PF cab *01106*and is making good
progress. We are delighted with his
enthusiasm. He and David Allison *00056*
are working together and uncovering many
dissimilarities between the two PF cabs.
Paul Forbes is proceeding with a refresher
on T-3 *01823* which we hope to see
resplendent in 2005.

We wonder if all have caught up with the
amazing peregrinations of T-3 *01822*
which first appeared at the first Brooks US
auction at Quail Lodge in 1998 and sold for
a record price we thought in the $50k range,
especially for a car with several (really
many) non-standard features and a 2000
engine. The main attraction was and
remains we suppose its magnificent finish
in Bordeaux maroon with natural hides
and contrasting piping interior. It was resold
in 2000 at Brooks Geneva sale for $62,121,
then at Bonhams’ in Monte Carlo in 2003 for
$54,959, and more recently at Arcurial
Briest Poulain Le Fur in Paris, February this
year for $76,554! (see SCM Alfa Romeo
Profile. May 2004)
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Morten Nordskov of Denmark is the proud
owner of the “first” 1900 Sprint *00051*
registered in July 1952. Meantime, Peter
Marshall and Henry Wessells have retrieved
the R&T report on the Turin show of mid-
1951 showing the *first” Alfa 1900 Sport
(subsequently became Sprint). The chassis
number of this car, conceivably a prototype,
is not known.

Nordskov would like to track the car’s
history in Italy from 1951 to the late fifties
when it was sold by a Giovanni Miotto from
Venice to Denmark where it changed hands
a few times, ending in Nordskov's.
Nordskov@teliamail.dk

Amelia Island 2005

Alfa Romeo will be the featured marque
at Amelia Island on Sunday March 13"
2005.

Bill Warner has been looking forward to
this occasion for years, but holding off in
the hope that it could be coupled with
the return of Alfa Romeo to the US.
As this became increasingly remote he
finally said to himself “the heck with it,
the time has come” and now our time
has come!

Included in the planned field of 35 or so
Alfa Romeo cars there will be a class for
six 1900 cars. Bill Warner included your
Technical Editor and Publisher/Editor in
his coterie of advisors. Our unofficial
expectations are that the following
owners will receive invites.

Owner Car
Cortes Boano 01960
Dunn Touring 1 00053
Gallagher PF Coupe 01598
Gibbs Ghia SS 01742
Hohman Corto Gara 01047
Ponder Ghia Aigle 01959
Stoehr Ghia SG 01505
Sydorick SSzZ 10279




This selection almost, but not entirely,
exhausts our inventory of sorted-out
operating cars in the US.

The original selection discussions
settled on fielding a collection aimed at
demonstrating the variety of coachwork
available in the 1900 genre and also
presenting some of the rarer cars.

Owners with good cars interested in an
entry should feel free to discuss it with
us or to apply to the organizers directly.
It would be helpful and we would
appreciate being kept informed.

Bill Warner has worked very hard, as he
always does (and most successfully), on
obtaining a field of exciting cars. As
negotiations are still in progress we
refrain from “tittle-tattling”.

Had we our druthers every presentable,
running 1900 would have been invited!

In addition there will be many notables of
Alfadom present including PETER
MARSHALL himself. That will tell you all
you need to know about how important
this event is. SIMON MOORE is another
notable notable. And who, with a bit of
biscione in his heart, would not want to
shake his hand. Of course your Tech
Editor Henry Wessells, Carter Hendricks
and Al Cortes will be there

So plan to come and you will see.
Watch the website too! (said he, -
hopefully)

Parts and technical

Valve adjustment tools 130699004 and
13069905 are being made in Savannah for
a couple of owners. If anyone is interested
please let us know by January 15 when
production will start. The cost will be under
$100 per pair and will decrease with each
extra order received. These will be water-jet
cut, bent to shape and the tips case
hardened. Contact Ed. at

Alfamail @Comcast.net

and have your money ready.

Mostly #25 December 2005

Craig Morningstar *01104* and David
Allison *00056* are colluding in their
restoration activities and are experimenting
with exhaust systems (single pipe) each
procuring one from a different supplier. We
hope to have a report for you next time but
in the meantime please feel free to contact
either.

Craig reports that a color match for the 1900
oil pan paint is Ditzler/PPG Code 43619
1966 BMW (a grayish green or greenish

gray)

Peter’'s Corner

Despite being under great pressure and
given minimal notice Peter Marshall has
risen to the occasion once again and in his
inimitable way managed to squeeze in a few
words for the worthy.

Whilst it would be good to see 1900s in
action, remember the success of the Radnor
Hunt Club, Amelia Island 2005 promises to
be quite something for any Alfa enthusiast
and | look forward to meeting as many of
you as possible - whether it is to re-acquaint
or make new acquaintance, whether you are
accompanied by a 1900 Berlina, a 1900
Zagato, a 6C2500 or "only" your better half
- Or even on your own ....... as, | say, | am
looking forward to it.

Peter



From Gazette #21 2004 of the Registro Internazionale Touring Superleggera

This gazette provided a set of standard color options by Touring for the Super Sprint.
This is the first time we have seen this list. The late Carlo Bianchi Anderloni told Henry
Wessells that a buyer could custom order any color.

EXTERIOR INTERIOR
Black Grey or Grey Red
Cobalt Blue Grey Blue or Blue Grey
Matador Red Grey or Grey Red
Azure Ocean Green Grey Red
Beige Isabella Grey Blue
Lead Grey White Blue Grey

From the above it would appear that grey was the predominant color for the interior.

The color options given in Garcia were for the factory production 1900 Super and the
1900 TI. But absent the swatches these names are, at best, rough guides. Owners of
coachbuilt cars, however, face real difficulty determining the original color.
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David Sydorick receiving the Zagato Trophy at Villa d’Este from Elio Zagato
Bravo
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