
Mostly #21     March 2003     1

THE MOSTLY 1900 IRREGULAR NEWSLETTER      #21   
   

 

March  2003  

Publisher - Editor:  Joost A. Gompels 302 Brown Thrush Rd. Savannah  GA  31419-6091  
      Phone (912) 921-0450,   fax (912) 921-0450,     e-mail: Alfamail@comcast.net  
Technical Editor:       Henry Wessells III,   800 North Valley Rd., Paoli, PA  19301  Phone 610 644 5181 fax 610 644 2036  
Contributing Editor:   Peter Marshall,  Mariners, Courtlands  Ave.  Esher  Surrey  KT10 9HZ UK.  
     email P.Marshall@broadwayMalyan.com 
This publication is produced and circulated privately solely for the benefit and enjoyment of owners and admirers of Alfa 
Romeo cars of the 1900 genre. The purpose includes the cultivation of an accurate register of North American 1900 cars, 
provision of  a clearing house for the  exchange of thoughts, questions, information and needs. Copyright  may apply to 
quoted sources. THE MOSTLY can be contacted  at the addresses shown above.  

Millennium quote .“LIFE WORKS OUT OK FOR THOSE PEOPLE LIVING AND WORKING WITH ALFA’s”. Martin Swig 

Publisher’s Bit 
This publication fell victim to the 
tumultuous times of the past two years 
inasmuch as it  failed to produce an 
issue in 2002. Not only was this failure a 
first in the history of this august journal 
but it occurred (or not, as the case may 
be) on the 10th anniversary of the 
gathering of 1900 aficionados in historic 
St Louis in 1992. The nascence of 
Mostly can be traced to that event 
resulting in quasi-newsletter #0 that 
appeared in December 1992. It was 
really a trial balloon addressed to those 
that attended the meeting. Encouraged, 
by the response, what was labeled 
Mostly #1 appeared in July 1993,  
including what was in effect the 
commencement of the North American 
1900 Register. So we are approaching 
an anniversary this year the full impact 
of which has not yet fully dawned on 
your publisher. As proof we report that it 
was the diligent eye of another publisher 
and distinguished member, Richard 
Ballantine of  the Durango Herald, that 
drew to our attention the fact that  2002 
had heralded our tenth year of 
existence. Richard is to be warmly 
thanked and commended for this 
significant observation. (of course my 
dear wife would comment that nobody can 
expect me to remember anniversaries).  

Editor’s bits 
After a  hiatus of more than a year it is 
hard to regain one’s rhythm and reflect 
coherently on what has transpired. We 
can but give it our best shot and hope 
that alert and diligent readers will step 
forward to fill the “holes”  for the benefit 
of the readership as a whole.  
A new feature in this issue is “Peter 
Marshall’s corner”. Our linkage with the 
International Register is very close and 
Peter’s personal knowledge base is 
large and his archives seemingly 
interminable. Peter was invited to be a 
contributing editor as  we think it will be 
to our benefit, probably to our mutual 
benefit, to tangibly maintain this 
transatlantic link. We are honored and 
very pleased that Peter accepted this 
additional task to be folded into his 
myriad activities and we look forward to 
his guiding presence. Many of you know 
and have met Peter, but many new 
owners have not, so this provides a 
good opportunity to remedy that in a 
convenient terrorist-avoiding forum. 
Coupled with this step is an augmented 
search for missing cars,  owners and 
provenance.  
Our shame in confessing to a non-issue 
year is tempered by the fact that we did 
participate in getting the April 2002
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Bollettino to the printer and to your 
mailbox.  So we feel we were not totally 
barren. If anyone is missing a copy that 
can be remedied if you would make it 
known. 
Lastly, do not miss “Last but not Least” 

see page 11 

REGISTER 
An understandable but regrettable 
inertia afflicts owners in reporting 
changes in domicile and contact. Really 
serious is the failure to report changes 
in ownership. Hence a lecture: 
The keepers of the registers are 
performing  service valuable to owners  
by establishing a pedigree for their 
possessions. They view owners as 
custodians of works of art. Some may 
not  see it that way  and others may 
view their cars as simply “toys” or “tools” 
to be tossed and turned. Most owners 
have an interest in value for one reason 
or another, and value is augmented by 
pedigree.  
For those who are laboring to restore, 
upgrade or maintain these wonderful 
machines, linkage with the clearing 
house and contact with others is 
invaluable as many will agree. The 
register does that for you. There are 
other private and informal groups quite 
naturally, and they provide  their own 
appeal, and  laudably so. But there is, 
and there can only be, one register. We 
seek your support. In your self-interest 
join us in our continual efforts to keep it 
accurate and useful, by reporting 
changes you know and errors you 
detect. Doing it “now” is best. 
We bid a warm welcome to the 
following: 
 Owners new to the 1900 family:  
Doug Wood x-Yager 10003 SSZ 
Bo Monroe x-Hendricks 07291 TI 
Wayne Carini x-Zobian  02186 Ghia SS 
Lionel Feigenbaum x-Baer 01441 T2 
Rodney Smith x-Shaff  01880 T3  
Jerry Curtis x-Gus Myers 01265  T1 
Jim Johnson 10208 Ghia Aigle  
Anthony Rimmici  10290 T4 
Stephen Yanoshik  01838/01949 Ghia C 

Ed Leerdam x-Katz 01915 SSZ 
Paul Tullius  x-Brescacin 01146 PF Cab 
Arthur Cook  x Trosten  10023 T4 
A warm welcome to all.  
Cars new to the NA Register 
Stephen Yanoshik’s 01838/01949 
Anthony Rimmici’s 10290 T 4 
Ed Leerdam’s 01915  SSZ 
Jim Johnson’s 10208 Ghia Aigle cab. 
 
Registered cars that have changed 
ownership 
01880 T3 Shaff to Smith 
01441 T2 Baer to Feigenbaum 
10003 SSZ Yager to Wood 
01279 T1 Janda to Stoehr 
01146 PF Cab. Brescacin to Tullius 
10305 T4 Liebert to d’Lallio? 
10456  T4 Liebert to d’Lallio? 
01131 PF Cab. Kremer to Allison 
10023 T4 Trosten to Cook 
 
It is gratifying that significant cars are in 
the hands of significant owners. We are 
witnessing acquisitions by well qualified 
and discerning buyers. 
 
Cars with unknown owners 
01146   Paul Tullius  - no address 
10290  Anthony Rimmici – no tel 
10270  Franco Viceino – no address/tel 
10003  Doug Woods –no address/tel 
10305 x Liebert to d’Lallio?  
10456 x Liebert to d’Lallio?  
01823 x-Hardberger T3 (Reg ID zzz???#2)     
02037 x Blackhawk  Ghia Coupe yellow  
  (Register ID   zzz???#3) 
 
We would like to make contact with 
01146  Paul Tullius, 10003 Doug Woods 
and 10270  Franco Viceino. 
 
Unknown cars with Unknown owners 
01869 T3  in US?    (Reg ID zzz???#1)    
  
We have lost track of the earliest known 
tipo 3 *01594* ex Alan Routt and Peter 
Zobian.  I t is one of the chassis 
numbers specifically mentioned on the 
tipo 3 homologation sheets – anyone 
know where it went? 
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Any errors or omissions noted by 
observant and competent  readers 
should be reported promptly. Not only 
need there be no fear of retribution but 
eagle-eyed commentators can be 
assured that their reports will be 
received warmly and with gratitude.  
The International Register and the North 
American Register combined face 
continuing mysteries. All sleuths are 
exhorted  to sleuth their utmost to 
resolve these puzzlers.  
 
Those providing useful clues will receive 
awards (which shall be determined at a later 
date at a time and place at the sole 
discretion of the Registrar and shall not be 
subject to appeal.  
Please  help by phone, by fax, by email, by 
USelessmail or even in person (provided 
you are suitably  attired, reasonably 
compatible with the neighborhood, and do 
not have nocturnal habits). You can respond 
to either Register, and in the same language 
(mostly). 
 

Copies of current summary extracts 
from the NARegister are available to 

registered owners upon request 

The Peter Marshall Corner 

 
 
Well, the last bulletin that you received 
through (in most cases) Joost , was mine.  
Most of you will have guessed that, even  
though my name does not appear on it.  
Joost thought that it would be a good idea if 
I reintroduced myself through the hallowed 
pages of The Mostly ….. and so reach those 
with whom I have rarely corresponded – so 
here I am, Peter Marshall.  I started the 1900 
register back in 1977, spurred on by the 
news that a 1900 Super Sprint owner had let 

his old Berlina go for scrap metal without 
saving any of its parts. I thought that I ought 
to make contact with other owners to make 
sure that that did not happen again, and to 
provide some sort of pool of information 
and indeed, to try and find all the 1900s that 
were still extant.  50 –100 came to mind.  
And how many are there on the register?  I 
don't know is the honest truth and this is for 
various reasons.  Even those that I have 
recorded by chassis number may not still 
exist - because the then owner has not kept 
in contact.  And there are those to whom I 
have written and not responded who may 
either have a 1900 on the Register or have a 
1900 not already recorded.  Shall we say 
around 800 of which 10 are listed without 
chassis number.  And 50 – 100 others with 
only a name.   
With 25 years behind me this means that I 
often have at least half the history in terms 
of years without even delving who had the 
1900 before it was added to the Register.  
Since starting the Register I have amassed 
quite a number of brochures, handbooks, 
homologation documents (usually xerox 
alas, rather than originals), road tests, shelf 
bending quantities of magazines and books.  
If you need something ask – if I don't have it 
I will tell you and it is not impossible that I 
might even have a duplicate of something, 
hard won at an auto-jumble or auction.  
Press photos too but colour swatches no – 
has any one got one for any of the 1900s or 
even seen one? 
It is very frustrating that we are unable  to 
obtain some fairly basic information about 
some owners and theirs cars.  If it is not a 
factory bodied saloon then it will usually 
carry a coachbuilder's number.  And to help 
find solutions to unanswered letters or old 
adverts it really would be helpful to have at 
least the previous owner's name and some 
sort of contact detail – even if it was bought 
at auction or in the trade. If you can go back 
earlier than the immediate preceding owner 
– that is even better.  We have spent quite a 
bit of time trying to track certain cars down 
and it may turn out to be yours. I probably 
have not asked all of you for previous 
history so here is the opportunity for me to 
list 1900s with their owners for which we 
need more details ….of either 1900 or 
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owner.  If the latter, do you know him or 
was he in your area – and could you do 
some sleuthing for us please?  

Richard Garre History needed on tipo 3 *01770* 
Steven James  From whom or where in Missouri 
did you acquire your Boano? 
Peter Lambert New address or some sort of 
contact needed – he was at 129 Skyline Terrace, 
Mill Valley  CA 94941 with *01749* 
Philip Marshall New address or some sort of 
contact needed – he was at 10533 Greenlief 
Road, Bothell  WA 98011    with *01826* 
Jerry McAlevey:    New address needed. 
– he was at 304 South Inglewood Avenue, 
Inglewood   CA 90301 tipo 3s *01878* and 
*02074* for which we don't have Touring 
numbers or history 
Paul Merrigan History needed on tipo 3 *01900* 
Jay Nuxoll Touring body number required for 
tipo 3 *01699* 
Jerry Exline History needed on your tipo 4 
*10076* 
Dennis Holloway Touring body number required 
for tipo 4 *10250* 
Andy Leonard  Touring & 2 litre 
motor numbers required and history on tipo 4 
*10251* 
Ben Jones  History needed r on  tipo 4 *10288* 
Santo Rimicci Touring number required & 
history on tipo 4 *10290* 
David Yager Touring number required & history 
on tipo 4 *10444* 
Nino Epifani -doubt on Touring number.  We 
have seen one trim with 12 on it but believe that 
some may have 15.  Full number may be 5015 
on tipo 4 *10476* 
Vincent Liburdi Touring number required & 
history on tipo 4 *10487* 
Peter Magnusson address was at Import 
Restoration Rte 7 Falls Village  CT 06031  with    
tipo 4 *10563* Was the car broken  up? 
Don Booth in Cortland NY about 20 years ago 
sold tipo 4 *10566* Anyone ever come across it? 
Craig Davis Have you discovered any trim 
number on the back of any panel on your 
*10593* SSZ? 
And, who has ever seen a photo of a double 
bubble 1900 Zagato taken when new or even in 
the sixties?  
David Allison History needed on your PF  
*00056* 
Al Cortes  From where in '61 did you get the      
tipo 1 *01022*? 
Dale MacGowen  Touring  body number 
required   for   tipo 1 *01031* 
Dan Cytrynowicz  LA or Tarzana. Who now 
owns his PF cabrio.    *01118* 

Bill Kelly Coachwork number needed for the 
Zagato *01947* 
And can anyone help with location of the 
following owners, some of whom we believe 
may still have their 1900s? Or perhaps one of 
their names appears in YOUR documents with 
the bill of sale.  Any morsel of information 
would be appreciated : 
Carl T. Alberico, Box 154A, route 1, Holland 
Patent, NY 13354 had a 1900  
Al Allin,  15907 Mercury Drive, Grand Haven, 
MI  had a great collection of cars                
including Alfa Romeo.  Anybody know what 
types, 1900 perhaps? 
H. Anderson 6956 South Franklin Street, 
Littleton CO 80122 had a 1900 
David Baine 20510 Archdale Street, Detroit MI 
48235 had a tipo 4 Super Sprint 
WJ Callahan of Atlantic Foreign Auto, box 555, 
Wildwood NJ 08620 had a 1900 
J. Davis at 5764 N Santa Monica Blvd, 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 had a 1900 and was on 
Yager's list in '88 (but likely to have been an 
older reference) 
Jerome Damron, Rte 3 box 66A, Jackson, Ohio 
45640 may have had a 1900 
Bob Esposito of 532 Chalkstone Avenue, 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908 had a 1900 
Berlina  
Bob Hughes 4841 12th Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 had a 1900 rumoured to 
be by Montefissa …..interesting, interesting. 
Monte Schauffler, 4850 Black Swan Drive, 
Shaunee, Kansas 66216 also had something 
interesting and some 1900 parts 
Alexander Stewart 5350 North 16th Street, 
Phoenix AZ 85016 (602 265 5846) had a 1955 
Super Sprint (I assume tipo 3) 17 Miner Street, 
Greenfield MA had a 1900 
 Lacy Thomas in Palo Alto had a 1900 Super 
Sprint. 
The late John Murphy in Smyra GA had a tipo 4 
– where did it go? 
Don Veta at 1010 N.Palm Avenue 30909? Los 
Angeles CA 90069 has had both Touring and 
Zagato bodied 1900s ……who has them now? 
Douwe Wielenga at 14023 91st Place NE 
Bothell WA had a Super Sprint –who has that 
one now?  
J. Wiscazky of 24 Suffolk Road, Massapaqua 
NY had a Zagato.  Is this the one with the 8R 
714 licence plate and who has it now? 
 Steve Woznick in Murphy, NC had a Pinin 
Farina bodied 1900 
Who bought at auction the yellow Ghia Super 
Sprint *02037* reported in the Sports Car 
Market magazine  

---------------End of PM corner--------------- 
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Please appreciate the fact that there has 
not been an opportunity to cast this  
dragnet before. It is amazing what 
comes out of the woodwork from time to 
time so we do appreciate your 
indulgence very much. 

Podium 
We take a bow ourselves in anticipation 
of ten years of the Mostly in July this 
year. A distinguished colleague 
commented that this is unusual for a 
private newsletter of this caliber, mini 
though it is. In addition to  thoughtful 
Richard Ballantine I am mindful of my 
initial collaborator John Hertzman who 
provided endless inspiration and 
enthusiasm in 1992 to get this 
publication started but dropped out a 
few years later to follow his other 
pursuits more closely. It was Carter 
Hendricks who got so many together in 
1992 in St. Louis. The list of attendees 
was used for the first  trial mailing of a 
newsletter at the end of the year which 
transmogrified into what it is today. 
Recognition is also due to colleague 
Henry Wessells for his tireless support 
whenever called upon and more. 
Celebrations in September! (see p 11) 
Another cause for celebration is Ken 
Shaff’s almost miraculous recovery from 
a cancer attack . He earns the Spirit of 
the 1900 award –never quit.  
A really  notable top-step occupant of 
the podium is relative newcomer Scott 
Klion of New York who managed to pull 
off a Best in Class at the Ritz-Carlton 
Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance in 
March 2002 with his 1957 tipo 4 Touring 
Super Sprint: *10312* aka “Campio”, a 
stunning achievement. Scott was kind 
enough to invite your editor to 
accompany him in the car to the runway 
to receive his award.  
The editorial  tipo 3 *01877* collected  
the Collectors Award at the new Hilton 
Head Island Concours d’Elegance last 
November. 
We know fleetingly of Martin Swig in his 
multi-hued 1900 Berlina and Dick  
DeLuna in his 6C2500 Nardi Danese on 
the Mille Miglia. At Goodwood last year 

Dick DeLuna  was spotted and  Jack 
Croul spied with his 340 America 
Vignale Coupe also at Goodwood last 
year.   
Others?  Are there serious omissions? 
We would love to field complaints! 
 
Stop Press 3/9/03 Amelia Island.  Ed 
Leerdam’s 01915 SSZ wins the “Spirit of 
the Mille Miglia” award presented by no 
less than Martin Swig. 

Chit-chat 
Readers with good memories will recall 
remarks about SSZ *01915* in Mostly 
#20 “Special Report” in which we had 
expressed the hope “that *01915* finds 
a home soon in the right hands that will 
build on its pedigree”. Our hopes have 
materialized. The car was acquired in 
early 2002 by genuine collector, Ed 
Leerdam, of Florida and  we could not 
have scripted a better owner.  
 The car was hauled to Peter Markowski 
of RPM VT in mid-summer and instead 
of an immediate dismantling,  it  was 
gradually brought to life in an as-is state 
(using Italian olive oil, it is reported). For 
a car that has been unused and in 
storage for 40 years  this is a reversal of 
conventional wisdom and  remarkable in 
its success. Compression is high and 
even; no smoke. All components are in 
nominal working condition with minimum 
overhaul. Peter  and Ed have been 
sensitive to this possibility. Since it was 
successful Ed  plans to “campaign “ the 
car for a year or so for the benefit of 
enthusiasts as an original car: a rare 
sight. The first appearance was at 
Amelia Island on  March 9 and we hope 
a second appearance will take place at 
the AROC National Convention in Ft 
Lauderdale FL on July 4-6th.  
Meanwhile Ed is conscientiously 
researching and verifying its history. 
Saluti, Ed and Peter. 
David Allison in Baltimore is making 
excellent progress on his * 00056* PF 
Cab especially since he acquired John 
Kremer’s remains –er – his car’s 
remains *01131*. Finishing work is very 
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time consuming and this is what David  
is grappling with. 
Peter Weber writes “ I certainly still do 
have my 1954 1900 Super Berlina and 
this year do enjoy it. …it runs great! It’s 
quite a fast car and I drive it for every 
day transportation whenever I need a 
trunk or it rains or I have to go to the 
airport. I live  in California now but the 
car is in Germany where I spend all 
Summer. I’m applying for FIA papers 
right now and plan to apply for the Mille 
in 2003. They usually accept two or 
three “mille-nove” and maybe I will be 
among the lucky ones this time”.  
Bo Monroe is the new and enthusiastic 
owner of Carter Hendricks’s 53 1900TI 
07291, car#265 in the 54 Carrera 
Panamericana. He plans to enter the 04 
MM and is working feverishly to get the 
restoration completed.  
Scott Klion *10312*wrote a charming 
article “The Agony and the Ecstasy” 
which got published in the Alfa Owner, 
May 2002 – “ a tale of joy, sorrow and 
redemption – Hollywood could not have 
written a better script” setting forth his 
experiences with the “Al-faux Romeo”  a 
fake come-hither 1900SSZ  “10593” 
(Craig Davis has the real *10593*)  see 
Mostly #18. 
We counted 18 1900’s in the results of 
last year’s Mille Miglia  Storica of which 
4 possibly 5, were SSZ’s. Martin Swig’s 
Super and the “police car” were two 
berlinas , the rest being T-4’s and T-3’s 
evidently.   Distinguished PF coupe 
owner    Richard DeLuna was also 
detected in the list  sporting his notable 
6C2500 Nardi Danese which emerged 
at last from Nino Epifani’s capable 
hands.  
That Russ Baer has given up on 
*01441* T-2 is saddening considering 
his capabilities but an excellent choice 
of new owners seems to have been 
made. Lionel Feigenbaum who seems 
determined to put this interesting 1900C 
on the road again. 
The Rodney Smith change of watch on 
the Ken Shaff *01880* T-3 augurs well 
if the Smith stable is any guide! 

Parts and technical 
The choices in finding replacement 
shock absorbers are not great.  
Peter Marshall has a few pairs of NOS 
rears for the C cars.  
If shopping for currently available units 
our feeling is that it is best to look for  
adjustable shocks so that they can be 
“tuned” to the best setting as  Alfa’s 
suspension is sensitive to the right 
choice. Tony Stevens at Alfastop is 
knowledgeable and worth consulting 
before buying.  
 tony@alfastop.co.uk  &  www.alfastop.co.uk 
 
The Register has in stock  
1 pair of early thin headlamp rims ( new, 
reproductions, requiring chroming)  at $34 
each,  
1 pair wheel nut inserts Alfa Romeo script  
$90 
Oil filter elements:  correct NOS felt  type, 
for Vokes/Fispa,  $22 each, 2 left, ex AFRA. 
Copies of owners manual available $12 
each 
 
In reaction to  the controversy 
generated in Carl Bomstead’s 
inaccurate article on the 55 Ghia Coupe 
*02186* Super Sprint published in 
February’s SCM, Henry Wessells  
unearthed that a single carburetor 
version of the series 3 Super Sprints 
was available as a factory option for the  
10000+ series C cars. It offered the 
replacement of the dual twin-choke  
Solex 40 PII carburetors with a single 
Solex 40 PAI as fitted to the 1900 
Berlina. This option also involved the 
fitting of the standard cylinder head, the 
intake manifold from the berlina and the 
related air filter, and a new, differently 
calibrated rev counter. 
This was not the installation on *02186* 
which has a unique and more potent 
single 36DCF1 Weber twin choke 
carburetor. 
Henry also established that a side- draft 
single Weber DCO3 carburetor was 
available for the 1900 TI. This was 
clearly stated in his  copy of an early 
(probably the first) edition of the 1900 
owners manual which was much more 
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extensive than the version we know.  
In effect it was equivalent to the later, 
"Manuale delle Riparazione" published 
by Alfa Romeo. JeanMarc Freslon, from 
personal knowledge was also adamant 
on the single carb. option. The main 
point is that the absence of dual Solex 
40 PII does not, per se, denote an 
1884cc engine. 

For sale 
Tipo 3 *02096* eng.# 1308.10306, color 
red with blue interior,  total restoration 
candidate, believed totally complete.. 
call Bill Nesbit 708-537-8909  (IL) 
1955 Super Berlina, 16761 blue/white,  . 
very solid condition, driver. Everything 
works. Needs minor detailing $16,500  
call Joe De Falco cell (516)-382-2620 (NY) 
1955 Ghia coupes *01838*and *01949* 
call Stephen Yanoshik (954) 761-1801 (FL) 

Wanted 
Bo Monroe, who is the new torchbearer 
for the restoration of the ex Hendricks 
Berlina TI 07291, famed 54 Carrera PA  
# 265, has a long list of needs: 
Bumpers (front and esp. rear), side grilles, 
turn signals (early style, 
front and rear), glove box door script, dash 
pushbuttons, ignition switch, 
steering wheel, & horn ring & button 
assembly, door pulls, heater unit, 
tachometer, trunk lock/latch, tire hold down 
clamp, oil filler neck, oil 
filler cap, oil pickup (in sump), plate that fits 
between carbs and plenum 
130653046, windshield wiper arms, 
transmission mount destro 148310820, 
throttle bellcrank bearers 135667016, rear 
view mirror (internal), jack, 
tools.  bo@forza-mm.com  and 608 924-1411 
It would be wonderful to have this car on 
the road and in the MM next year, so 
please help with whatever you may 
have. Check  your closets. 
Richard Ballantine and Dennis Birkhimer 
are both still SSZ hunting. Dennis at 
dcb@birkhimerlaw.com  and 415 922-1881. 
Richard at rgb@frontier.net and 970-247-5846. 

History 
The following should be of interest 
because of its historical revelations, in 

particular Alfa personages in the 1900 
era. 
 

 
 

The Alfa Romeo Tipo 160 
by Ben Hendriks 

published in Het Klaverblaadje #34  2Q 1986. 
Translated by Joost Gompels, Savannah  GA 
 
In Alfa Romeo’s history there are many projects 
that did not come to fruition because of either a 
lack of cash or the need to concentrate on 
producing saleable cars. Examples after WWII 
include the 6C2500, the 6C3000, the famous 
Disco Volante 1900C52, the 3000CM’s of 52/53, 
the Sportiva of 54, the 750C of 55 and the Tipo 
103 of 60. 
In the Grand Prix arena, prior to the 1975  Alfa 
powered Martini Brabham F-1 car, the Tipo 159 
was the last exponent of Alfa Romeo’s 
competition department, actually a modified 158 
built in 1938-1940. The 159 was fantastic with a 
blown in-line 8 cylinder 1.5 litre, which won the 
World Championship in 1950 as well as 1951.  
Alfa then with drew from GP racing. Although 
the competition department was not liquidated 
and kept itself occupied with entries in the Mille 
Miglia for instance, it was generally believed 
that Alfa’s GP activities had ceased completely. 
It was therefore a complete surprise when the 
Swiss magazine “Autorevue “ published an 
article in 1967 authored by Count Johnny Lurani 
and Giuseppe Busso, reporting that Alfa had 
designed  in total secrecy a completely new GP 
car labeled the Tipo 160. Count Johnny Lurani’s 
own words are interesting. 
 
Giovanni Lurani 
A few months ago I got wind of  a secret 
experimental Alfa Romeo project started with 
great enthusiasm in 1952. It was a revolutionary 
design for a monoposto 2.5 litre Formula 1 car, 
the plans for which I sleuthed down even though 
known to only a handful. The project  was a 
well- kept secret. Historians  Peter Hull and Roy 
Slater had no idea, and  even Luigi Fusi was in 
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the dark. A novel concept was the placement of 
the driver behind the rear axle, preceding the like 
arrangement in the record breaking American 
“Golden Rod”  15 years later in 1967.  The 
repositioning of the driver was actually the result 
of several years of study included the  
psychological effects on the driver. The designer, 
Guiseppe Busso, believed  it simplified 
cornering. His design team included Garcea 
Nicolis and Bruno Zavas from Orazio Satta 
Puglia’s office. 
Giuseppe Busso, from Turin, began his career in 
1937 with FIAT, but was  brought into Alfa 
Romeo’s competition department by Satta in 
1939. He worked there until 1946. In the 
confusion and uncertainties of post war events, 
Busso joined Ferrari , fascinated as he was with 
racing. But in 1948 Satta “grabbed him back.”  
 
Guiseppe Busso 
His own words are better than we can 
compose in telling the tale.  

“  Studies on the Tipo 160 actually started with 
the Tipo 512, a GP monoposto  (a Wilfredo 
Ricart design which never got on a race track). 
This had a 12 cylinder rear engine in front of the 
rear axle and several trial runs were conducted in 
1939 in great secrecy. Alfa Romeo had observed 
with great interest the pre-war Auto Unions 
which sported a mid-engined car. 
From 1934 to 1937 there was a weight limited 
formula of 750 Kg max. excluding oil, water, 
fuel, driver and tires. From 1938 cylinder 
capacity was formulated with 3000cc max for 
blown cars, and 4500cc for naturally aspirated 
cars. The 1934 to 1937 Auto Unions  were 16 
cylinder mid-engined cars originally of 4500cc 
which became enlarged to 6 litres later on. They 
were notable for their tremendous acceleration 
out of the corners, facilitated by their favorable 
rear weight distribution. 
The cars were clearly difficult to manage with 
the driver well in the front. After successful 
seasons in 1935, 1936 and less so in 1937 a new 
design was needed and this occurred in 1938. A 
new blown 3 litre engine was introduced and the 
driver was placed further back, approximately in 
the position found in modern F-1 cars today. 
Auto Union was lucky to manage to sign –up 
Tazio Nuvolari to replace the late Bernd 
Rosemeyer. For a variety of reasons, the new 
Auto Union design was not successful. Doubts 
were cast on the efficacy of the rear engine front 
driver arrangement, and in the case of the Alfa 
512, the driver was placed even further forward 
than the earlier Auto Unions. It is difficult to 
understand why construction proceeded in Alfa 

Romeo with this design under the circumstances, 
including the fact that the 158 was so successful, 
sustaining its leadership well into the post war 
years. 
 I joined Alfa Romeo in 1939 and was 
immediately assigned to the 512 project although 
I was too inexperienced to have a voice. My 
impressions of the Auto Unions germinated 
much later in 1947, after I joined Ferrari and 
Tazio Nuvolari shared in confidence with me his 
experiences with  the first and second series 
Auto Unions. I then came to the conclusion that 
the poor results of test drives by Sanesi and 
Canavesi  could not be remedied by incremental 
small improvements  because the basic design 
was flawed” . 
Busso does not direct any accolades to Ir. 
Wilfredo Ricart who was the Chief engineer at 
Alfa Romeo during the war years . According to 
Fusi, Ricart disappeared in 1945 because “his 
contract expired” and because of “ internal 
differences”  - on which no details were provided. 
But Fusi does include in his book a photograph 
of Ricart in a a black fascist uniform.  
Busso continues: “  For the first time I got the 
idea of seating the driver behind the rear axle. 
Four years elapsed however, before trying this 
out. In the summer of 1952 the design 
department saw an opportunity to build a race 
car to meet the 1954 formula. At the end of April 
1952 I discussed my unconventional ideas with 
Ir. Satta. The drive mechanism would pass 
through a large tubular chassis  member which 
would also house the transmission and 
differential. The driver would be seated behind 
the rear axle. I saw many advantages to this 
location, providing the driver with more precise 
control,  improving weight distribution and rear 
wheel traction. This location also influenced the 
choice of rear wheel drive or even 4 wheel drive. 
The 1954 Formula 1 made naturally aspirated 2.5 
liter engines preferable to a blown 750 cc. 
On July13 1952 I visited Juan Manuel Fangio in 
hospital at Monza after his serious accident 
caused by his turning up for the race late and 
stressed out. He became most interested in  my 
ideas which I had described to him. 
Thereupon an old Alfetta 159 nick-named 
“Muletto”  which was used for driver training, 
was modified with a cockpit placed behind the 
rear axle for experimental purposes. In secret 
trails at Monza from October 16 to 21 Fangio’s 
record in an Alfetta was not broken, but the 
results were sufficiently encouraging to continue 
with the design. 
Gonsalvo Sanesi was the test driver at the time. 
Although he complained about several details , 
such as pedal placement and gear shifter, his 
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times were fast and he was impressed with 
cornering control. Now, (1967) he confided that 
he thought it a pity that the project did not 
mature. The Alfa engineers at the time thought 
they had made a breakthrough, but these same 
engineers were charged with development of the 
Giulietta and their plans for a new F-1 car had to 
be set aside and eventually became obsolete.  
  

Another flashback * 
Alfa Romeo’s Price List -  October 1953 
In Lire 

 
 * Peter Marshall archives 
 
Alfa Romeo Prices in the UK ,  1956 
In Pounds sterling 

 

What was the Lire /US$ exchange rate 
in1953?  And the pound in 1956? 

Further flashbacks 
Probably the most significant 1900 in 
the North American Register is the 
Corto Gara *01047* owned by Ted 
Hohman and campaigned for many 
years by previous owner Martin Swig. 
The CG was one of a few of the earliest 
1900C cars specially prepared by the 
factory for competition. By chance, a 
few months ago, we made contact with 
Wallace Weir who sold the car to Martin 
Swig. His account of his acquisition of 
the car in 1966 is quite amazing and we 
felt sure you would enjoy his letter.  
 
Mr Gompels 
It was such a surprise to receive your 
correspondence with Mr. Hohman that 
included my letter from the '60s.  I don't 
recall corresponding with anyone re: selling 
the 1900 but it must have been after 1966 
when I purchased it. 
I was just talking with Pat Braden yesterday 
and your letter appeared in the mail.  Pat, 
I'm sure you know, had a Zagato bodied 
1900 in the '60s that didn't have much of a 
story if I recall.  His friend, Bob Taylor, was 
the owner of a Honda motorcycle dealership 
where I worked and owned another Zagato 
1900 (now Don Keith’s –Ed) that supposedly 
had belonged to a Swiss doctor who had run 
it in the Monte Carlo rally.  I was a newly 
married college student with absolutely no 
money, but Pat showed me pictures of the 
Corto Gara car and said it could be 
purchased cheaply and could be an 
acceptable car for my wife and I (!?).  After 
negotiations by phone, I wired money to the 
owner, a John Gianni as I recall, who was 
the son of a rich doctor in Westfield, NJ.  I 
flew out to NY the following Friday night to 
drive it home.  John was younger than I and 
had forgotten that I was coming so I cooled 
my heels on his father's doorstep until about 
2:00 AM when he came home. 
After checking the oil and jumpstarting the 
car, he sent me on my way with the caution 
to find gas right away.  Both the gas station 
attendant and I were surprised when it held 
over 40 gallons of gas, but I had a relatively 
uneventful trip (a wonderful drive) from NJ 
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back to Ann Arbor, arriving Saturday night.  
There was a driving blizzard off Lake Erie 
that was blowing snow horizontally through 
the car (I was driving with motorcycle 
leathers, a helmet and goggles because of 
the lack of windows The Corto Gara had no 
side windows in the driver's or passenger's 
doors so the snow blew right through -- but 
that made it easy to drive with your head out 
the window. ) and the windshield wipers 
broke free from the bodywork because they 
were never intended to actually clear the 
windshield of snow. I finished the trip with 
my head out the window when I couldn't 
clear the windshield by hand. 
My wife never accepted the car as our family 
car so I financed my first new car late in '66 
and stored the car in my Mom's garage in 
Flint, MI for the winter of 66-67.  In the fall of 
67, I took it up to the property near Traverse 
City, MI that my wife and I had purchased 
(and we call home now);  another delightful 
drive in a snowstorm, followed by a few 
rallies in Northern Michigan.  Then I built a 
storage building around the Alfa so it would 
be safe until I could restore it.   
In about 1981 or early 82, Martin Swig 
learned of the car and flew from a business 
meeting in Chicago up to Traverse City to 
see it.  After 2 years of grinding on me, I 
finally agreed to sell it ('83 is probably right) 
because our first child was in the U of Mich 
and I was between careers so I needed 
tuition money for her.  His picking up the car 
and my removing walls from the building to 
"free" it is a whole different story. 
 
Interesting too, that after 17 years the 
Corto Gara returned to Michigan, a 
scant 100 miles or so from Traverse 
City, which is home also for Gary 
Kaberle (ex owner of BAT 9e). When 
that was  mentioned to Wally  he said he 
knew  Gary as “a customer of my office 
supply business in Traverse City”.  
Small world! 

Ultimate flashback - 
              -  A feast* fit for a BAT 
 
From Car Life, July 1955  

 
BAT 7 being exercised  1955 

 
“At the same event Ray Sinatra (Frank's 
cousin) flipped his Cad. powered 
Kaiser Darrin."  
Do any readers have a copy ?? 
 
AND from  Hot Rod, June 55   
 

 
 
An Italian magazine of December 1955 
had two pages covering an SCCA event 
which also featured the BAT 7 but did 
not say where and when but listed a 
wonderful selection of participating 
drivers. Victory went to a young Phil Hill, 
followed by  Ritchie Ginther, Ernie and 
Jack McAfee, Pete Lovely, Ken Miles, 
Johnny and Josie von Neumann, Lance 
Reventlow . The owner was then shown 
as McLaughlin.  
Can Ken Shaff supply additional 
recollections? 
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McLaughlin’s? 
 
And finally, Car Life, July 1955 again 
 

 
 

RIP 
The passing of Pat Braden, 68, in August 2002 
still fills one with sadness. His cheery 
contributions to vintage Alfa lore will be truly 
missed but his memory lingers on. A legacy is 
his 1900 SSZ  *02016*,  in Don Keith’s garage. 
Pat was born with autos in his blood in Flint MI. After 
his BA and MA, he became an accomplished author, 
publishing seven books and many articles primarily on 
Alfa Romeo. To the chagrin of his in-laws, Pat used 
his dowry not to purchase a home, neither furniture , 
but rather an Alfa Romeo! He was a founder member 
of the AROC. At his death he owned forty cars 
and motorcycles and innumerable cameras and 
clocks. An educational fund has been established 
for his two younger children Kay 19 and Patty 
10 of the five that survived him. Checks payable 
to his widow Cheryl Braden, can be sent, 
addressed to  

Eileen Eimerman 
c/o Hyundai Motor Co of America 
10550 Talbert Ave. 
Fountain Valley CA 92728-0850 

RITS 
New gazettes received from the 
Registro Internazionale Touring 
Superleggera since we last “spoke” are: 
# 14   Lamborghini 350GT 
#15   Isotta Fraschini 
#16   AR 6C1500-1750 
# Speciale      Ferucchio Lamborghini 
#17   Flying Star 
#18   Fiat 1500 6 cylinder 
 

Copies are available upon request 

Last but not least 
There has been a muttering in our midst  
for some years now about having an 
East Coast gathering of the faithful. 
Realizing that  2003 is the start of the  
second decennial of our 1992 St. Louis 
meeting, this has now evolved into a call 
to all true believers (and even the only 
slightly so) to foregather on September 
14th and 15th in Chester County, PA, 
near Philadelphia for a national meeting. 
The venue will be the Radnor Hunt 
Concours d’Elegance, organized by 
Mike Tillson, Chairman, who writes “It 
would be our pleasure to have the Alfa 
1900’s represented at our event “.  
Alfa Romeo will be the featured marque 
at this event and we expect some VERY 
significant Alfas to be there.  
We have been allotted 9 spaces in the 
hope and expectation that we can fill 
those with a representative variety of 
1900’s plus many more in additional 
“corral” space. On the Saturday there 
will be a rally through Chester County 
hunt country, no, not on horseback but 
behind the wheel.  
Peter Marshall has indicated his 
willingness to attend. In fact, Peter was 
one of the mutterers referred to above. 
We will of course have Henry Wessells 
there, in his home territory, to escort us 
in and out of trouble. 
It is now our pleasure to invite all 
1900 owners and to ask that you 
contact us soonest about your 
interest and your intentions. 
 

BUON VIAGGIO



Mostly #21     March 2003     12

 
Ghia 1900 L – what a view and RHD too 
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