@THE MOSTLY 1900 IRREGULAR NEWSLETTER  #22

July 2003

Joost A. Gompels 302 Brown Thrush Rd. Savannah GA 31419-6091
Phone (912) 921-0450, fax (912) 921-0450, e-mail: Alfamail@comcast.net
Technical Editor: Henry Wessells 1ll, 800 North Valley Rd., Paoli, PA 19301 Phone 610 644 5181 fax 610 644 2036
Contributing Editor: Peter Marshall, Mariners, Courtlands Ave. Esher Surrey KT10 9HZ UK.

email P.Marshall@broadwayMalyan.com

This publication is produced and circulated privately solely for the benefit and enjoyment of owners and admirers of Alfa
Romeo cars of the 1900 genre. The purpose includes the cultivation of an accurate register of North American 1900 cars,
provision of a clearing house for the exchange of thoughts, questions, information and needs. Copyright may apply to
guoted sources. THE MOSTLY can be contacted at the addresses shown above.

Publisher - Editor:

Millennium guote .“LIFE WORKS OUT OK FOR THOSE PEOPLE LIVING AND WORKING WITH ALFA'’s”. Martin Swig

Tenth Anniversary |ssue

Publisher’s Bit

You are encouraged to focus on four

features of this issue .
Tenth Anniversary celebration
The Second Owners meet
Getting more organized
Questionnaire extraordinnaire
NA Register update

Editor’s bits

The best way to celebrate the tenth
anniversary of The Mostly is to reprint
the contents of #1. Except that there
was no # 1! Like the TZ, there was a #2
(August 1993) so by default what was
the July 1993 prospectus becomes
Mostly #1 and you will find a repro of its
page 1 on page 5 of this issue.

At that time we listed 27 owners, mailed
30 copies of The Mostly and registered
37 cars. Today we list 98 owners, mail
about 125 copies of The Mostly and the
register contains about 130 cars. Some
of these are overseas.

Of the original instigators of this journal,
John Hertzman retired a few years ago.
Although the original goals were woolly
the results have been wonderful.
Amongst the things that did not happen
was the ‘“open forum” - notes,
guestions, articles, or expressions of
interest. But support has been
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tremendous, and in many ways.
Amazing. One regret is that we made
precious little advance in publishing
technique; it was difficult enough to
publish let alone worry about finesse.
But we are jealous of smaller
publications that manage to do it in color
and that is something we would yet like
to achieve.

Enough reminiscing and introspection:
on with the motley, er Mostly.

Second Owners Meet

As announced in Mostly #21 March
2003, a major meeting of owners and
friends will take place at The Radnor
Hunt Club in Chester County PA,
southwest of Philadelphia. It will be
concurrent with the annual Radnor Hunt
Concours d’Elegance September 12th
through Sunday September 14™ which is
in its seventh year. This is an elegant
low key event of exceptional quality and
charm in a beautiful setting.

Consider too that Alfa Romeo will be an
honored marque and you can be
assured that there will be some
wonderful, historic Alfa’s on display
drawn from some of the best collections
and rarely seen. Come. And encourage
your Alfa buddies to come.



Our plan is to use Friday 12" as Alfa
1900 day , for meeting/schmoozing with
fellow owners, friends and enthusiasts
for seminars, technical sessions and the
like; perhaps a side trip to David George
Coachworks.

We will join the Radnor Hunt Rally
through the delightful rolling hills of
Chester County on Saturday 13™ which
will appeal to novice and experienced
rallyist alike. An alternative excursion
opportunity is contemplated for non
rally-ists. That evening there will be
social activities ranging from the Radnor
Hunt black tie formal dinner to private
affairs. More news on that later,

On Sunday there is the Concours
d’Elegance where Alfa Romeo will be
honored and in which our 1900 entries
will constitute a special class. They will
be eligible for awards in the main event
but we will have our own special class
awards.

More information is available on the
website www.radnorconcours.org
Consider what a great occasion this
can be. Flying in will be Peter Marshall
from the UK, Carter Hendricks from St
Louis while Henry Wessells will be on
his home turf. Al Cortes is expected
from LA as well as George Fogg from
Boston and Gary Kaberle from
Michigan. Ken Shaff and Martin Swig
have conflicts but are working on joining
us at least on the 12™ and Mille Miglia
expert Barry Russinof from Miami is
expected. This would constitute an
unheard of combination of 1900
savants in one place. Taken together
with the numerous notable owners
attending, the body of knowledge
available will be unsurpassed.

What we need is you AND your car as
this is a chance to show-off the range of
1900 variations.

What we also need is some idea of what
the 1900 fan attendance will be, so that
appropriate  interaction  with  the
concours organizers can take place, to
place your name on a mailing list, and to
plan for meeting rooms and the like.
Enclosed is a car entry form and a pre-
registration form.
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Give it your best shot, fill it in, and shoot
it back ASAP. Thanks, and please feel
free to call or email with any questions.
We can help those sending or bringing
cars from afar with coordinated
transportation on Intercity, the official
carrier for Radnor. So please call before
making personal arrangements as the
last car to fill the transporter can travel
free (well sort of!).

There will be no entry fee for those
exhibiting their cars who will also enjoy
the usual courtesies. Spectator entry to
the event is as low as $15. There may
have to be a levy in order to finance
special awards for the 1900 class and
the cost of meeting rooms. But we will
try to find some friendly sponsors. Any
suggestions or voluntary offers in this
respect will be gratefully received.

Getting more organized

One objective is to get the Mostly out
more irregularly.

Another is to find more time to complete
several Klaverblaadije translations where
there is a pipeline of articles that should
to be of great significance to us and to
Alfadom.

Another is to keep the register more
current. This requires that more time be
spent on networking.

Do you discern that time is a common
element in these three considerations?
And the only way to match time to
demand is to spread the load. Help is
needed.

Anyone that can help in getting the
Mostly out please call. Tasks such as
collecting and editing contributions,
assembling threads of data and
information, and  production are
examples. Someone with desktop
publishing skills might also be very
helpful.

This of course presupposes that we are
on the right track and that on the whole
your interests are served by our
activities and intentions. This topic
should be on the agenda for discussion
on Friday 12™ at the Radnor meet.
Meantime any thoughts, observations or



comments on the subject would be most
welcome. Please write or call.

As a stopgap alternative to printing in
color, Mostly could be made available in
color by email, possibly with additional
pictures. A Peter Marshall suggestion.
The other alternatives are 1.) to charge
non-owners a subscription 2.) to seek
financial support from the AROC for the
NA Register 3.) to seek sponsorship
from commercial interests which is a
euphemism for advertising.

We have shunned financial support
hitherto because it imposes other
obligations which detract from our
purpose and will work to the detriment
of the private nature of our association.
It has worked so far, thanks to
generous voluntary contributions directly
and indirectly from wonderful people
with more heart than sense. If their
intent was to stimulate and encourage
continuity they were smart and
foresighted. Therefore we will continue
to reject the last mentioned.

The second has some merits since likely
the obligation will be to publish Register
news regularly in the Alfa Owner. We
will pursue that as best we can with
AROC in the coming months
recognizing that many readers are not
members of AROC.

We will try the first avenue. A variation
of this is to solicit sponsorship from
commercial or guasi-commercial
interests on the mailing list to cover
mailing expense for each issue.

Your thoughts and comments are
welcome as usual.

Questionnaire

Your technical editor Henry Wessells,
our eminent supremo Peter Marshall in
the UK, savant Carter Hendricks and
your humble editor get embroiled from
time to time in historical review and
arguments on arcane matters of great
moment that affect our understanding of
our historical vehicles. It is quite
amazing what comes to light and we
have every intention of sharing these
discoveries with you in due course and
from time to time. What we came to
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realize however is that in the case of the
coach-built coupes (mostly) these
largely hand-built cars contain variations
that surprise us. Alfa itself introduced
mechanical variations that are not
readily gleaned from published literature
and we elicit your help in confirming or
confounding our observations by
completing the questionnaire enclosed.
The results might be helpful to all when
buying, selling, or appraising in the
future. There are some other questions
the purpose for which will become
clearer after reading this issue of Mostly.
If not, please do not hesitate to write or
call for explanations.

However, with a view to the coming
Radnor meet and the opportunity to
discuss these findings personally with
fellow-owners, we would appreciate
your prompt return of your responses.
Every response received will earn the
sender a free issue of Mostly and the
first two received will earn the senders
two free issues. And you do not HAVE
to be an owner to reply.

Incomplete responses are acceptable
but will naturally earn the sender only
incomplete issues of future Mostly’s!

We would also prefer “do not know” to
faked replies which will not go
undetected by our resident savants and
will earn the perpetrator a deserved
glassy stare or two in a public place.

We repeat:

Your prompt return of your
responses to the enclosed
questionnaire is requested and will
be greatly appreciated.

Register

Dirk Stoehr has assembled a significant
collection by acquiring the ex Blackhawk
ex Ponder red Ghia Supergioiello 01505
In addition to his PF Coupe 01608, ex
Janda Touring T-1 and the Matta.




Chit chat

The Leerdam SSZ 01915 was awarded
the “Spirit of the Mille Miglia “ award at
the Amelia Island Concours in March 9"
as the car most representing the spirit of
the Mille Miglia. Very aptly this award
was presented to Ed Leerdam by Martin
Swig.

Although unable to be present himself
due to overseas commitments the car
was nevertheless sportingly shown
again for Alfisti attending the AROC
Annual Convention in Ft Lauderdale FI
on July 6.

If all goes well, those attending the
Radnor Hunt meet will have an
opportunity to see it in September and
this will be the last chance to see and
hear a really original Alfa 1900 as it was
for the Mille Miglia in 1955. The car will
go into a restoration mode thereafter.
Lionel Feigenbaum has provided a great
set of tipo | seat drawings.

Alfastop ~ www.alafastop.co.uk  has
copies of an excellent new book on the
Matta as well as on Alfa trucks.

Bill _Nesbit is inviting offers on T3

*02096* probably original and complete.
(847 746-7927)

Parts and technical

Bo Monroe has done yeoman pioneer
work in recreating an original olil filter for
the Carrera Tl that he is also more or
less recreating. In fact, the oil filter is
virtually an original because he went
back to the Vokes factory in the UK to
get it done and they built him one from
the original drawings. How good can it
get?

To pique your curiosity because there
will be more on this subject (and most
probably at Radnor) we reprint an email
from Chris Pamplin of Vokes to Bo
earlier this year

Most Vokes ail filter of this vintage employed
an” in to out” flow configuration. This was to
utilize the full flow bypass principle which was
Vokes specialty. To understand why this was
such a plus we must first look at the types of of

10 years ago
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oil used in the forties and fifties. High dispersant
detergent oils were but a glimmer in the research
scientist’s eye as also was the flat viscosity
curves of the multigrade viscostatic oils. Filters
were forced to work under arduous conditions
where cold starts and sludging problems could
lead to oil starvation and subsequent engine
failure. Some filters had poppet valve bypasses,
which were found to be less than usdless, and
some had none a all. The Vokes principle of a
full flow bypass found favour especially with the
military and aircraft engine builders during the
2" World War and was responsible for saving
many lives. The idea was that the whole filter
dement moved off its seating should the
pressure drop exceed 15 psi. This alowed the
full flow to reach the engine bearings . It will not
be filtered but at least it will be oil! After the war
(WWII), our filters were used on many of the so-
called up-market cars where cost was not too
much of a problem. The volume car
manufacturers turned their backs on us and
began using paper filters which were cheap and
cheerful and provided adequate protection if they
were serviced regularly. With the advent of the
modern oils dudging and high pressure drops
have become a thing of the past and ball valve
bypasses are the order of the day together with
“out to in” flows. The Alfa filter has a spring-
loaded oil pump bypass incorporated in the filter
head casting. This according to our drawing
blows off at 70 psi. This regulates the max ail
pressure you will read on your oil pressure
gauge. Some people abuse these things by
dlipping some extra packing under the spring to
give ahigher blow off pressure.

The construction of the blow off valve is
such that it will function very well as a
pressure regulator. (My oil pressure reads
a virtually constant 40 psi except when cold

Note that the Fispa filter is virtually
identical with the Vokes and was made
under license we understand in Italy.
We Dbelieve the Fispa filter was
introduced with the 2000 engine when it
appeared with a different
mounting/valve body which positioned
the canister at an angle to clear the
frame. One of the purposes of the
guestionnaire is to find out whether that
change took place earlier with the 1900
engines.
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Peter’s Corner

Mostly valves

Carter Hendricks pointed out when | showed him
this picture of valves being adjusted, the tools
work better if you push down on the lower disc
and rotate the upper disc.

You have not seen this illustration before? In
which case you may be surprised to learn that it
is taken from a fifties owners manual of a British
Morris 6!

For many years | was dimly aware that the
Morris 6 was also supposed to have used
adjustable length valves but | had never actually
followed it up until quite recently during a visit to
the library at Beaulieu National Motor Museum.

| sent the picture to Henry Wessells as well and
he found a copy of “the Motor year book”
featuring the 1950 Wolseley 6-80, the sister car
to the Morris 6, and having a detailed description
of the valve mechanism. This thus predates
production of the 1900.

Henry has also pointed out the connection with
Alfa Romeo’s traditional use of adjustable
valves, the connection with Ricart, Hotchkiss
and his involvement with Nuffield. From his
formidable archives Henry was able to trace the
Wolseley design to its association with Hispano
Suiza and writes:

Mostly #22 July 2003

“As described in a couple of Morris histories from
my files there is an historic connection. Wolsaley
built Hispano aero enginesin the Great War and used
Hispano Suiza type of valve gear for their in-house
Viper aero engine designed in the same period.
Therewas also a Viper car built in the early 30s but it
seems it did not have the threaded valves nor much
success.”

Many of you will be aware that the earlier 1900
engines used valves with an imperial thread and
pitch. Several components on 1900s were
sourced from the UK and more for the earlier
models. Items that come to mind include
brakes, switches, oil filter, pistons, valves,
heater, and the steering box which, after over 50
years, is still in production !

Some years ago Ron Francis (ex owner of Ghia
*01949*) found a box of these valves at a
Beaulieu autojumble. We, together with John
Colley (ex tipo 1 *01173* and currently with a
rough Super *15301*), bought the whole lot. At
the time we assumed that they were old stock
Trianco valves for the 1900 but in all probability
they had been destined for Morris or Wolseley
use.

The Morris 6 workshop manual shows the
details well. Interestingly it uses shrouds over

the top of the valve springs described as oil
deflectors. Perhaps more useful is that they
made a small modification to reduce olil
consumption. A neoprene rubber grommet was
fitted.

But, the most important thing in this corner is to
say that on 14" September | hope to be able to
witness the biggest show of 1900s that has been
seen at any one time in USA. With their owners,
of course. But don't fret. Even if you can't bring
the 1900 you will still be welcome - Peter



PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Mail completed form to:
The North American AR1900 Register
302 Brown Thrush Rd
Savannah GA 31419-6091

Please check events you PERSONALLY plan to attend (car entry form is other side of this page)

Friday September 12" Lunch meeting/greeting with Peter Marshall.......
Tech sessions, seminars, informal workshops......
Radnor Hunt welcome BBQ ....................(+/- $20)
Saturday September 13" Radnor Hunt Rally.............. ($50 per car)
Automotive interest trip.................. (TBA)
Dinner - Black Tie - Radnor Hunt event.......... ($125)
1900 Register event ...........cocovvvvnnnee. (TBA)

Private arrangement ....................

Sunday September 14" Concours with car exhibit....................... (no fee)
(please see other side, includes VIP & lunch for two)

Concours .......ccooevieiiiiinnnn. ($15 admission)
Concours VIP .......ccoovvvinne ($50)
(admission, program & lunch)

Accommodation
Official Hotel.................... *)
Will make own arrangements .......

How many people will be in your party for which you are answering above..........

Please check if you have no plans but are interested and may attend .................
Do you wish to be on the mailing list.................
For event mailing list and updates please print your

NaME L Email ...,
Mailing address.......c.oovieviiiiii e tel# oo
fax#t oo

Please indicate what your interests are for tech sessions, seminars, discussions.

We apologize that information is incomplete on some arrangements at this time

(*) Malvern, PA

Mostly #22 July 2003 7



! rer # 9%
#% # nn

CAR ENTRY APPLICATION

(If you have already sent a car entry please ignore this form and leave it blank. Thank you)

Mail completed form to:

The North American AR 1900 Register

302 Brown Thrush Rd

Savannah GA 31429-6190

Please print clearly. Include a photo. It can be returned if requested.

Name

Mailing address

City State Zip

Phone Business Fax Home

Email

Make Model Year

Body style Coachbuilder Color Ext

For Sign and Program

Name
(John and Mary Dunn for instance)

Car Description: history, awards, features.

The undersigned desiring to show his/her vehicle at the September 14, 2003 Radnor Hunt
Concours d’Elegance does hereby release The Radnor Hunt and the Williamstown
Conservation Trust and their representatives from any and all liability arising out of said event.
The undersigned also agrees to abide by the rules of Radnor Hunt while on its premises. The
North American AR1900 Register is solely a co-ordinator and disclaims any liability whatsoever.

Owner’s Signature dated
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