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Millennium quote .“LIFE WORKS OUT OK FOR THOSE PEOPLE LIVING AND WORKING WITH ALFA’s”. Martin Swig

Publisher’s Bit

The year 2005 has come perilously close to
being the first year in twelve that The Mostly
was not published (a refrain? See M#25). In
fact we are getting perilously close to having
this august publication degenerate into a
Christmas card.

There are three reasons additional to last
year's pleading.

i) considerable time was devoted
to getting a reasonably decent
website up and functioning

1)) the website crashed for reasons
the hosting service did not, could
not, or would not explain which
undid much of what had been
done and had to be redone

iii) much time was spent on helping
organize the Alfa Romeo entries
for Amelia 2005, in particular the
1900 class. This included a
welcome party for Alfa Romeo
enthusiasts.

Unfortunately, a one-man show can wear
only one hat at a time!

But an apology is due nonetheless to the
faithful for failing to bring into being a more
robust staff. We plan to remedy this in 2006
with a more robust recruiting effort.
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Editor’s bits

A blank stare? This space has been left
blank intentionally!!

Website

I|www.ar1900reg.org||

The purpose of the website is to advance
the purpose of the 1900 Register which is to
enhance the enjoyment by owners of Alfa
Romeo cars of the 1900 genre.

This purpose can be met by facilitating
communication amongst owners, providing
a forum for the exchange of thoughts,
experiences and questions, and archiving in
a readily accessible way material that
serves the purpose. A parallel undertaking
to present and archive historical information
provides a framework that leads to
understanding.

It was expected that the website would
convey information and news on a current
basis. This proved to be unrealistic with
mono input. Should we think of setting up
regional correspondents? There must be
some. We would greatly appreciate your




making yourself known to us. Terms of
engagement will then be discussed but only
self-motivated individuals will reap the rich
rewards that await them.

Please do not hesitate to contact us
regarding log-in to access the owner level if
you have forgotten your user ID and
password. Alfamail @Comcast.net
Also, please report any errors, omissions
and needed deletions. Your comments will
always be welcome.

Register

The register has languished in 2005 but in
2006 a major update will hopefully be
completed.

After an initial flurry of interest no word has
been heard from Marc Caprini in Canada
about the ex Stan Smyk *10499*.

David E. Davis of Ann arbor MI sold his
1900 Super 18809 to Martin Swig who had
helped him obtain it from Italy

Craig Morningstar’'s restoration of his PF
cab *01104* is moving apace (whatever
that means). We are delighted with his
enthusiasm (see CM notes later)

David Allison’'s *00056* cab is now in the
paint shop after hours and hours in the body
shop. We hope to see this car on its feet in
2006.

Paul Forbes is proceeding with a refresher
on T-3 *01823* which we hope to see
resplendent in 2006

.Mike Vallee’'s progress with Ghia
*01352* is steady although he reports
that not much new has happened with
the car other than finding a
transmission, a pair of original wire
wheels and other miscellaneous parts.
The only major piece missing is the
windshield - “l will look into having one
made when the body work starts. | hope to
start on the floors and sills this winter. | still
need to get to Connecticut to see the
Dragone car for inspiration and pictures”.

A very new addition is Vern Liesenger's
*01502*  Touring CS, probably a T-2
stabled in Roseburg OR, the home also of
Bill Ebeling’s SSZ *01931*. We hope to find
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out more about Vern's car soon but
meantime bid him a warm welcome.

Ed Leerdam’s SSZ *01915* was met with
much excitement a couple of years ago
because of its original state. It is currently
undergoing a general but careful
refurbishing. Peter Markowski has been
going through the mechanicals where
everything has been found nominal and
virtually all the original internals have been
retained.

Bud Brickman’s T-1 *01020* is featured in
articles published by Sports and Exotic
Cars and as well as Hemmings.

Parts and technical

Valve adjustment tools 1306.99004 and
1306.9905 were made in Savannah for 12
owners who were happy with the outcome
as the replication was very good and the
cost was well under $100 per pair. Another

batch of at least 6 can be considered.
Alfamail@Comcast.net

It is not uncommon to find gearboxes
leaking. One thought is this might be due to
hairline cracks on the front face. However
here is a new take by Robbie Webb in the
UK who has recently completed a thorough
mechanical rebuild on his 1900CSS
*01713* and sent us a detailed report on his
findings. Here is an excerpt:

“Dismantled end of gearbox as oil had been
leaking from joint. Found that bearings were
proud of face 1mm. Could not find 1mm oil
gasket material so fitted 0.7mm compressed cork
with 0.4mm paper. Plate had two internal studs
at bottom end which if tightened up too much
before cover isfitted the platetilts. So distance
tubes werefitted over long stud and pulled
evenly together with lower studs which were
fitted with nylock nuts. Upper nuts were then
removed and cover fitted with 0.4mm gasket and
pulled up evenly with 25NM torque. Gear box
cover removed and all seemed OK and in very
good condition. Note when removing the
aluminum end cover which exposes reverse and
5™ gear, brass nut should be removed and long
bolt screwed in to jack reverseidler bearing out
of casing.



Gearbox filled with 2 Itrs (3.5 pints— British
units....ed) although handbook says 1.3 Kg (1.6
Itrs— 3 pts) . Additional capacity probably due
to 5" gear extension.”

The 1900 Yahoo group performs its
commendably useful service of instant
universal communication and support.
Depending on the topic and the degree of
interest it flares up periodically with intense
activity.

Dirk Stoehr *01505* Ghia reports on a
cache of NOS 1900 parts he has unearthed
in Venezuela including three new blocks,
bumpers and instruments. Intriguing indeed
is a supply of rebuilt “Rio” engines of 2.3
liter capacity.

“If originality is not important to you, you
might consider installing a 2.3 "Rio" motor in
your car complete, rebuilt, done, ready to go.
Rio engines are about US$ 8K (plus shipping)
and are "plug and play" for any 1900 or 2L
application. I'm using one in my 1900 berlina
and it runs great and looks basically the same as
theoriginal unit. Also, | drove a 2000 roadster
al over the Bavarian countryside about two
yearsago. It ran great and when you nailed it, it
would haul ass! Completely out of character for
the heavy Touring with a2L. The extra

displacement certainly helps.”
dirkstoehr@yahoo.com

Gimme a couple Cab’s, please
Tales of 00056 and 01104
by Craig Morningstar

Part 1 Introduction

David Allison’s PF cab 00056* built in 1952,
may be the first cab. Mine *01104* was built
in May and registered in October 1952 in
Bari and at some point during the 50s, it
made its way to Long Island, NY where it
commenced its time of rust and neglect.
These cars are relatively rare, 52 according
to Fusi, but fortunately use a number of
more mundane, as 1900s go, trim parts
such as bright work and bumpers. We have
learned that mundane doesn’t make things
easy to find or inexpensive either so I'll try
not to whine too much during this essay.
This project is the first one | have tackled
with another car, just like it, being done by
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someone | know at the same time. We were
acquainted through the 1900 Register and
speak a couple times per week to either
brag or commiserate about what has
happened since the last conversation. In
some ways it is good to have two folks
looking for the same parts but when two are
needed and one exists, we need to figure
out who gets the original part and who
makes the new one.

We are also fortunate to be located in
areas, Baltimore and San Francisco where
there exists a core of enthusiasts,
technicians and vendors that are able to
either provide services or point us in the
right direction.

Neither of us would be as far along with our
cars without the contribution, counsel, time
and information we have received from
Register members, not to mention parts
sources. Neither one of us are professional
restorers or have unlimited budgets but |
must say we have decent vision and
sufficient enthusiasm to stay focused on the
horizon rather than on the disaster du jour.
I'd not want to do a restoration of this
complexity without the aid of a computer. |
said nothing about Ebay!

(to be continued)

Below — starboard view of a beautifully executed
and attractively well-dressed (but not original)
SS engine ready for installation.




Amelia Island 2005

The following material, penned jointly by your editor with guest editor Peter Marshall
was placed on the website in March. Not new news but worthy of appearing in the

Mostly for record purposes.
The stalwart entries were:

Ted Hohman 1952 | 1900C Touring Corto Gara *01047*
David Sydorick | 1956 | 1900C SS | Zagato Double Bubble | *10279*
Tim Gallagher | 1953 | 1900C Pinin Farina | Coupe *01598*
Gene Ponder 1955 | 1900C SS | Ghia Aigle Spyder *01959*
Dennis Gibbs 1954 | 1900C SS | Ghia Special | Coupe *01742*
Manny Dragone | 1953 | 1900C Ghia Supergioiello | *01531*

The field of 1900 cars was reduced to
the above six. by heavy snowfall in
Albany NY that prevented Conrad
Brickman from bringing down his 1900C
Touring coupe *01022* Happily Bud in
person was able to attend. Dirk Stoehr
and his Ghia Supergioiello coupe
*01505* also did not make it to Amelia
Island from LA because of transporter
mechanical malfunction.

An exciting entry was Ted Hohman's
1952 Touring bodied Corto Gara. This
1952 Mille Miglia factory prepped 1900C
was regularly seen being driven by ex
owner Swig at Monterey, in the Mille
Miglia Storica, and the Cal Mille. After its
sale it had dropped out of sight for
several years. It was both exciting and a
joy to see it again and in fine fettle after
some TLC by Carter Hendricks. It also
provided an opportunity for cognoscenti
to examine the subtle diminishment and
lowering of the coachwork that Touring
craftsman managed to accomplish. Had
Bud Brickman’'s car been present a
side-by-side comparison would have
been quite fascinating.

David Sydorick not only steals the show
at award time when his SSZ takes the
field but it feels even more at home
when he is belting it on the open road,
as he so generously demonstrated to
your scribes.
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It is always a pleasure to see Tim
Gallagher and equally so his good
looking PF coupe which seems to attract
an award whenever it appears.

Gene Ponder's Ghia Aigle Spyder
looked stunning. The engine bay was
possibly overdone. Michelotti was the
designer and the coachbuilder was
based in Aigle in Switzerland, where the
car has spent most of its life.

Dennis Gibbs Ghia Special 1900C SS
coupe (fastback) looked magnificent in
every respect and obviously caught the
attention of the judges. Gibbs sold the
car at Monterey in August and
regrettably we have not discovered the
transferee yet. Any help with this will be
appreciated.

George and Manny Dragone took best
in the 1940-1972 class with their
6C2500 Super Sport Touring coupe,
looking magnificent in dark blue, but the
white 1900C Ghia Supergioiello in the
1900 class was let down only by the
rocker sills, bumper infills and brake
drums being finished with tan paintwork.

Probably without exception, every Alfa
enthusiast's dream Alfa was present
and this included no less than four 2.9s,
two by Touring which were in both
spider and berlinetta form, one spider by
Stabilimenti Farina and one by Carroz.
Alfa Romeo, and gasp, no less than six

4



8C2300's rarely to be seen. Not only the
cars but the names of their owners
leave one breathless.

There were two major corporate awards
specially allotted to Alfa Romeo as the
featured marque.

One was the “MOST ELEGANT ALFA
ROMEQO” trophy which went to the Viotti
bodied 8C2300 coupe (believe it or not
having had its Viotti body removed with
the intention of creating alternative
coachwork ...and then good sense
prevailed and the Viotti body got
returned). The other was the “MOST
OUSTANDING ALFA ROMEQ” trophy
which was awarded to Dennis Gibbs’
1900 Ghia Special.

What an achievement and more than
justifying the 1900s being allotted their
own class on the field. This coupe is the
sister car to the Abarth 1900 Ghia —

(does anyone know where it is today?)
and is believed to have participated in

the 1955 Pebble Beach Concours d’
Elegance.

What other car has not only appeared in
a Concours d’Elegance 50 years after
its original appearance, but then also
takes such a prestigious award!

Our congratulations to the winners, all
the entrants, and the organizers.

It was also a particular pleasure to meet
so many 1900 owners (without cars),
some for the first time, some from far
afield .

What a day. What an amazing weekend
for Alfisti. What a great occasion for
1900 owners.

Pebble Beach 2005

Although the organizers managed to
assemble one of the most, if not the
most, astounding collection of historic
Alfas in one place ever, an omission
was any 1900 representation in the
post-war class especially since the Most
Outstanding Alfa Romeo award at
Amelia just 5 months earlier went to a
1900CSS. There were, however, the
three BAT cars in the unjudged
“Historical Display” (which compensated
a bit but seemed to be in a slightly
commercial setting, unusual for PB) in
addition to, gasp, seven museum cars,
and the pick of the crop at that. There
was also a strong overseas contingent -
24 were counted, including the 7
museum cars and the three BAT cars.
Although there was a 6C2300 & 6C2500
class there were no 6C2300 entries.
Where are these cars?

Another exciting find for the enthusiast
was our relative the 1953 ex Bonnier
6C3000 CM spider at Pebble and its
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sister car the ex Fangio LM 6C3000 CM
coupe at Laguna Seca. Wonderful to
have both these cars in close proximity.
They were the last factory built
competition cars. And one can but
speculate “what-if this 6 cylinder
version of the 1900 engine had been
developed for production™???

It would be churlish for any Alfa Romeo
lover not to acclaim the accomplishment
of the PB organizers.

Many thanks to the following for their
feedback to Mostly: Craig Morningstar,
especially for a program copy, Richard
Ballantine, especially for photographs,
Henry Wessells.

Unable to plan ahead, the editorial staff
remained moribund. However Mostly was
well served by the presence of Peter
Marshall and Henry Wessells in the corps of
distinguished judges.



Special
The 6C3000 CM

The 6C3000 CM was built for sports car
competition in 1953 with 4 coupes and 2
spiders, according to Fusi. There is
some question whether this number is
correct.

According to Henry Wessells, who
owned two of these cars at different
times, four coupes were built for the
Mille Miglia and Le Mans by Colli. A fifth
car was a spider, also by Colli.

Three coupes took part in the 20™ Mille
Miglia of 1953. The Fangio driven car
took second place after driving the
closing stretch with a disabled track rod.

Three were entered in the 1953 Le
Mans and although the fastest, none
finished, leaving Jaguar to claim the
victory. Fangio subsequently won the
first Supercortemaggiore GP in Merano
driving the spider. This car, the Colli
spider (1361.00127), is in the AR Museo
in Arese.

Three coupes transmogrified into
something else.
The MM Fangio car
(1361.00128) went to Pinin
Farina and become a Superflow

The Jo Bonnier car (1361.00125)
went to Zagato to become a
spider

The Le Mans Fangio car
(1361.00126) went to Boano to
become an exotic coupe
(specially built for President
Peron)

Two of the cars thus became “exotic
supercars” while two retained their
original competition identities. All three
transmogrified coupes survived and are
in private hands.
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All three were to be seen in the US this
year, the MM Fangio car as a
Superflow at Amelia, the Bonnier car as
the Zagato spider at Pebble Beach, and
the LM Fangio coupe in its original Colli
form at the Laguna Seca event.

Henry Wessells owned the Bonnier
spider for a year or so in the late fifties.
He later acquired the ex Peron Boano
coupe becoming the only person in
history to have owned two 6C3000 CM
cars. Henry raced the ex Peron Boano
coupe until the car was heavily
damaged in a crash. He then shipped
the car to Italy and had Diomante
rebody it as the original Colli coupe. It
was entered in the Mille Miglia Storica in
1992 and 1993, Laguna Seca, Monterey
Historics in 1998 and other events such
as Lime Rock and the Pittsburgh
Vintage GP by Henry until he sold it to
Larry Auriana in 2002. Since then the
car has appeared quite regularly driven
by Phil Hill and Joe Colasacco in major
vintage events such as the Monaco
Vintage GP, the Le Mans Classic, the
Monterey Historics, and Goodwood.

The ex Jo Bonnier car came into the
hands of Rob Walton who had the car
restored recently in its Swedish colors of
blue and yellow. It made its debut this
year at Pebble Beach. Thus both the ex
Wessells cars are now in the US and
were briefly reunited with ex owner
Henry W. at Pebble Beach 2005.

The last Superflow iteration is owned by
Peter Kaus and resides in Germany at
the Rosso Bianco.

In the February 1961 Sports Cars
lllustrated an article by Karl Ludvigsen
described driving a big Disco Volante as
being “near the upper limits of our
experience” and “one of the most
savage machines we’ve ever sampled.”



Left, Henry Wessells at Pebble
Beach 05 caught reunited with the
1953 ex Bonnier 6C3000 CM he
owned in the fifties for a while,
currently owned by Rob Walton.
Below, the rebodied 1953 LM
Fangio 6C3000 CM Colli coupe
also once owned by Wessells.

Rear view of the 6C3000 CM Zagato spider
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The 1953 ex Bonnier 6C3000 CM Zagato spider
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